
 

General Steps to an International Adoption 
 

“Pure and faultless religion is this, to look after orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep 

oneself from being polluted by the world!”   

James 1:27 

 

1. PRAY (pray, pray, pray)!!! 
Before making any kind of decision be in CONSTANT PRAYER about 

what God is calling you to do, pray for His direction, His 

provision and His protection for the journey that lies ahead!  
Ephesians 6:18, Colossians 4:2, Philippians 4:4-7  

  

 

2.  Do research about different countries and their 

needs, as well as different agencies.  
After much continual prayer, follow where your heart pulls you, 

entering into your decision to adopt with your eyes wide open.  

Make sure to enquire about costs, time frames, ages of children 

normally referred, and the agencies’ specific adoption process.  

There is a need domestically and internationally for orphan 

children of all ages, gender, and needs!  Be very aware and 

realistic of the ages and needs of children that you would be 

willing to embrace, and stick to those … unless you clearly feel 

God is telling you otherwise!  Typically babies and children over 

the age of 4 have a much easier time adjusting into their new 

families.  Toddlers usually struggle the most, as we all know 

that the toddler age can be a very turbulent time, language also 

typically not having developed enough for toddlers to be able to 

communicate their fears and worries, behavior usually being the 

way they choose to express their feelings.     

 

3.  Choose a country and an agency.   
Contact the agency for their specific requirements for the 

country, as well as making sure you are clear on the agencies’ 

requirements.  There are LOTS of great adoption agencies 

available, the key is finding one that fits you! 

 

4.  Contact a social worker and have a Home Study done!   
CONGRATULATIONS, you have now begun what is known as the “paper 

chase” in the adoption world! 

Home Studies vary in terms of length, process, and cost.  In some 

cases as is the case for Liberia it is a one visit requirement, 

while for other such as China it is a minimal of 3 home visits 

over 3 weeks.  It can take any where from a couple of weeks to a 

couple of months to complete!   

The range of fees can vary any where between $800-$1200, or more.  

Typically, the home Study fee is NOT included in an agencies 

estimate of total costs.  



The objective of a Home Study is to approve you to be adoptive 

parents, based on the overall emotional, mental, and financial, 

structure of your family.  A thorough homestudy should include 

assessment and education.  The assessment piece should indicate 

that you are suited to be an adoptive parent, and you have an 

appropriate place to raise a child  The education piece should 

ensure that you are entering into your adoption with your eyes 

wide open, being very realistic to not only the joys of adoption, 

but also the challenges which lay ahead potentially for your 

precious new one and for your whole family! 

    In addition it is also to prove to specific countries (if an 

international adoption) that you meet their specific 

requirements.  Typically it entails answering seemingly too many 

personal questions about your past and current functioning, as a 

family/couple and as individuals.  In addition, it typically 

involves providing certain documents, i.e. bank statements, 

letters from employers, medical forms, and personal references, 

to name same of the documents.   

 

5.  Send in the agency application with its fee with a 

copy of your Home Study.   
In some cases you would send in your application before 

completing your Home Study.  Check with your agency. 

 

6.  Apply for an I-600 VisaA 
This can be done by mail or in person in Yakima.  Regardless of 

whether you mail it in or drive it in, you will be required to 

drive to Yakima or Tukawilla for finger printing.  You will need 

birth certificates and marriage certificates for this 

application.  The fee for this Visa is $670 and $80 for each 

finger printing needing to be done!  Any adult over the age of 18 

living in the home is required to be finger printed.   

This process can take up to 4-6 weeks, so the obvious faster 

process is to drive to Yakima and hand deliver your application 

as you immediately can be finger printed then and avoid having to 

wait until you are scheduled for a finger printing. 

Your approved Home Study is a part of your application, which 

again if it goes with your Visa Application initially, it is a 

quicker process 

 

US Citizenship and Immigration Services 

http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66

f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=abde5f56ff55d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RC

RD 

 

 

7.  Complete the country specific dossier 
Simply put, a dossier is a collection of papers containing 

detailed information about you.  Compiling a dossier involves 



gathering documents, having these documents notarized, and then 

adding various seals from your county, your state, and the U.S. 

government.  Then the dossier gets sent to the foreign government 

of the country of which you wish to adopt from.  Another word for 

a dossier, is that it is an official (with official paperwork) 

international country adoption application.  

 

8.  Accept referral of your new child! 
Agencies and countries vary in when referrals and pictures of 

your child are given!  It depends on whether the referral of your 

child is done by a foreign government, as is the case in the 

traditional adoption program in China, whether you are adopting 

an already identified child as is the case for many countries who 

have waiting lists of children (China, Korea, India, Thailand, 

Ethiopia, Haiti …), or whether the referral is done by a private 

entity in the country such as an orphanage as typically the case 

in Ghana and Liberia and others!   

Typically, if you choose a child of a waiting list you do this at 

the beginning of your process, as part of choosing your agency 

and country, in many cases before completing your necessary 

paperwork!   

If the international government does the referral, then the 

referral of your specific child typically does not take place 

until after your dossier is logged officially in at the foreign 

government’s office (LID).  The time frame from which a referral 

would take place in these instances varies from immediately- 1.5 

years!   

In the last instances when a private entity does the referral 

then it is usually done within 1-3 months after the approval of 

your I-600 or after you have applied for your I-600!  

 

9.  WAIT!! 
1. Wait for I-600 Approval 

2. Wait for Approval from foreign government to come bring 

your child home/Wait for court proceedings to finalize the 

adoption in foreign country 

3. Wait for US Consulate appointment in foreign country (if 

applicable) 

4. Take the time to educate yourself further on struggles 

that might arise with your new child! 

Adoption Learning Partners 

http://www.adoptionlearningpartners.org/courses/overview.c

fm 

5.  Join a yahoo group for families who are adopting from 

the same country as   

     you!  You will find them to potentially be a great 

support during this   

     potentially long waiting phase!  Although a yahoo group 

could also be a  



     great resource for you at the beginning phase of your 

adoption journey, in    

     that most people are quick to answer any question and 

to help you in your   

     paperchase any way the can! 

 

14.  Travel and bring your beloved home! 
Make sure to triple check with your agency and others who have 

already brought their loved one home on what documents  you need 

to bring with you, the specifics of your flight arrangements, the 

specifics of your stay arrangements, and other items which you 

will need and cannot purchase in the country you are traveling 

to! 


